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MASSIE FAMILY. 

1 Peter 1 Massie, who patented land in New Kent county, 
,Va., in 1698, appears to have been the progenitor of this family. 
(See books in Land Office.) He was surveyor of the highways 
in 1708 (vestry book), and died in New Kent, December 25> 
1719. As at this time there was no other Massie in New Kent, 
or Virginia as far as known, he was doubtless father of 2 John! 
Massie, 3 Thomas" and 4 Charles' Massie, who succeeded him 
in the records. The abstracts at the end of this article show 
that Thomas and Charles were brothers. 

2 John 2 Massie (Peter 1 ) had issue (St. Peter's Parish regis- 
ter) : 5 Mark, baptized December 7, 1690 ; 6 Eliza, baptized 
September 27, 1691. 

3 Thomas 2 Massie (Peter 1 ) married probably twice. His 
second wife was Mary Walker, whom he married March 23, 
1698-'9. He was a vestryman of St. Peter's in 1708, and died 
in 1732, when Capt. Joseph Foster was chosen in his stead 
(vestry book). He was a Burgess in the Assembly for New 
Kent in 1722 and 1726. He had issue : 7 Mary, baptized April 
6, 1705, probably died in that issue, as there was another daugh- 
ter Mary; 8 Sarah, married John Smith; 9 Peter, baptized 
April 14, 1700, and had William; 10 Cecelia, married John 
Darracott, of Hanover county, and died in 1737 (Virginia 
Gazette*); 11 Elizabeth, married Thomas Pinchback;f 
12 James, born May 16, 1709; and had Thomas; 13 Agnes, 
died October 5, 1718; 14 Thomas, born August 2, 1716; 
15 William', born May 28, 1718; 16 Mary, born January — , 
1720; 17 John, born October 3, 1721. 

15 William 8 Massie (Thomas 2 , Peter 1 ) lived in New Kent, 
and was a Burgess for the county in 1748 and 1749, in which 
latter year he died. There is a tradition that he married a 

* In the Gazette she is described as wife of Capt. John Darracott, 
of Hanover, and daughter of William Maosey, of New Kent — a mistake 
for Thomas Massey, as shown by an official record. 

f Thomas and Elizabeth Pinchback had issue (St. Peter's Pariah 
Keg.): William, born Mch. 8, 1721-22; Mary, born April 29, 1723; 
Thomas, born January 28, 1725-6; Elizabeth, born Feb. 4, 1730-31; 
John, born April 28, 1733. 
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daughter of Colonel Macon, and this is borne out by his will. 
His wife was undoubtedly Martha Macon, born August 12, 1722, 
daughter of Col. William Macon (son of Gideon Macon and 
Martha his wife) and Mary Hartwell, daughter of Captain Wil- 
liam Hartwell, of James City county, brother of Henry Hart- 
well, Esq., of the Council. He had issue : 18 William 4 Massie, 
19 Thomas 4 ' Massie, born August 22, 1747. They attended the 
grammar school of William and Mary College in 1759-1760. 
It is said that after the death of William Massie, the father, hia 
widow Martha married Theodorick Bland.* 

19 Thomas 4 Massie (William 3 , Thomas 2 , Peter 1 ) was first 
captain in the Revolutionary service, and was promoted to 
major. At the fall of Yorktown he was aide to General Nelson. 
After the war he was a member of the Order of the Cincinnati. 
He moved from St. Peter's Parish, New Kent county, about 
1780 to Frederick county, and thence to old Amherst about 1803. 
His land lay in the present county of Nelson, and he died at 
"Level Green," his residence, February 2, 1834. He married 
Sarah Cocke, and their issue will be given in another number. 
(See "Cabells and their Kin," Richmond Standard for 1880.) 

4 Charles 2 Massie (Peter 1 ) married and had issue in New 
Kent: 20 Ann, bapt. April 20, 1707; 21 Elizabeth, born No- 
vember 5, 1709; 22 Charles, born October 13, 1712; 23 
Thomas*, 24 Gordon, born December 17, 1716; 25 Peter, born 
May 4, 1718; 26 David, born September 3, 1721; 27 Mary, born 
December 23, 1723; 28 James, born October 16, 1725; 29 Na- 
thaniel, born August 2, 1727; 30 Cecelia, born October 3, 
1729-'30. 

23 Thomas 3 Massie (Charles 3 , Peter 1 ) removed to Gooch- 
land, and married, in 1747, Susanna Holland. He received 500 
acres from his uncle Thomas. He died in 1756, and soon after 
hia widow married William Perkins, of Goochland. According 
to his will, he left surviving 31 Mary, 32 Judith, 33 Thomas*, 
34 David. 
33 Thomas 4 Massie (Thomas 3 , Charles 2 , Peter 1 ) married 

•Among the Massie papers in the Virginia Historical Society is a 
survey of 87 acres on Black Creek by John Street, (surveyor of New 
Kent county, made, as stated in the paper, according to an order of 
the General Court, May 5, 1759, in a suit entitled "Massie by Colon" 
Theodorick Bland in trespass vs. George Wilkinson, Jr." 
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first, in 1766, Mary Williams, of Louisa, and had 35 Martha, 
born April 1, 1770; 36 Susannah, born April 30, 1774. He 
married secondly Elizabeth Massie, on June 26, 1776, and had 
David, born May 17, 1777. 

25 David 3 Massie (Charles 2 , Peter 1 ) married Ann , 

and his will was proved in Goochland county, August 19, 1755. 
His wife married secondly, in March, 1756, Benjamin Mitchell, 
of Goochland. He had issue : 37 Constance, 38 Ann, 39 Charles. 

28 Nathaniel 3 Massie (Charles 2 , Peter 1 ) moved to Gooch- 
land about 1773. He married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 
Thomas Watkins, of Chickahominy. They had issue : 40 Eliza- 
beth, married Thomas Massie ; 41 Nathaniel, founder of Chili- 
oothe, born December 28, 1763; 42 Henry; 43 Thomas, born 
June 2, 1772. He married secondly Ann Clarke, August 24, 
1776, and had children: 44 Eebecca, born August 28, 1777; 
45 Ann, born March 5, 1779; 46 Sarah, born May, 1781. 



Edmund Massie, from whom the Albemarle Massies are de- 
scended, is first found in Louisa county, which was formed from 
Hanover, just as Hanover was formed from New Kent. In 1759 
Joseph Wyatt, of King William county, and Dorothy his wife 
deeded land in Louisa to Edmund Massie, of Louisa. He died 
in Albemarle in 1781, leaving wife Judah, son Thomas, and 
other children. (Louisa and Albemarle County Eecords.) 

St. Peteb's Parish Register, New Kent County. 

Eliza, daughter of John Massey, bapt. 27 Sept., 1691. 
Mark, son of John Ifassey, bapt. 7 Dec, 1690. 
Mary, daughter of Thomas Massie, bapt. 6 April, 1705. 
Peter, son of Thomas Masse, bapt. 14 April, 1700. 
Ann, dau. of Charles Massie, bapt. 20 April, 1707. 
James, son of Mr. Thomas Massie, bapt. May 16, 1708. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Charles Marssie, born 9ber the 5th, 1709. 
Robin, a negro belonging to Mr. Thomas Massie, born April 3, 1708. 
Joel, a negro belonging to Charles Massie, born July the 5th, 1709. 
Charles, son of Charles Massie, born October 13, 1712. 
Gordon, son of Cha. Massie, born Dec. 17, 1716. 
Marriage: Thomas Masse and Mary Walker married, 23 March, 
1698-9. 

Agnes, daughter of Mr Tho. Massie, departed this life 8ber 5th, 1718. 
Peter Massie departed this life December 25, 1719. 
Thomas, son of Mr. Thomas Massie, born August 2, 1716. 
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William, son of Mr. Thomas Massie, born May 28, 1718. 
Peter, son of Charles Massie, born 4 May, 1718. 
Mary, daughter of Mr Tho. Massie, born January — , 1719-20. 
John, son of Captain Thomas Massie, born Oct. 3, 1721. 
David, son of Charles Massie, born Sept. 3, 1721. 
Mary, daughter of Chas. Massie, born Dec. 3, 1723. 
James, son of Charles Massie, born Oct. 16, 1725. 
Nathaniel, Ihe son of Charles Massie, born August the 2nd, 1727. 
Cecilia, daughter of Charles Massie, born Oct. 3, 1729-30. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Nathaniel & Elizabeth Massie, born Dec. 15, 
1758. 

St. Peter's Parish Vestry Book. 

1708. Mr. Peter Massi", surveyor of the highways; Thomas Massie, 
vestryman. 

March 29, 1731-32. Capt. Joseph Foster chosen a vestryman in place 
of Capt. Thomas iviassie, deceased. 

Sept. 29, 1732. Mr. Charles Massie chosen churchwarden. 

From the Records of the Virginia Council. 

November 1, 1733: The petition of John Smith and Sarah his wife, 
John Darracott and Cecelia his wife, James Massey, William Massy, 
Thomas Pinchback and Elizabeth his wife, Mary Massey and Thomas 
Massey, Devisees of Thomas Massey, late of the county of New Kent, 
dec'd, setting forth that the said Thomas, having sometime before his 
death taken up and surveyed 4000 acres on the little Bird Creek, in 
the county of Goochland, on the 12th of January, 1731, made his will 
and devised to said petitioners the said 4000 acres in the following 
proportion: to James Massie, 500 acres; William Massy, 1000 acres; 
to each of his daughters, Eliza Pinchback, Sarah Smith, Cecelia Darra- 
cott and Mary Massey, 500 acres, and the petitioner, Thomas Massy, 
his nephew, 500 acres; that after his decease they found that the said 
patent for 4000 acres, &c, ordered that Thomas Massey divide the said 
4000 acres and take out distinct patents for the respective shares devised 
to them. — Abstract. 

Massie Manuscripts in Virginia Historical Society. 

In this collection, presented to the Society by Mr. J. J. Massie, of 
Amherst, there are many interesting papers. (See list in published 
catalogue of MSS. in the possession of the Society.) The most interest- 
ing is an official copy of the will of William Massie, who died in 1749: 
In the name of God, amen, 

I William Massie of the Parish of St. Peters in the county 
of New Kent make this my last will and Testament. I resign my Soul 
to its Creator in all humble hope of its future Happiness (as in the 
disposal of a Being infinitely Good), and as to what Temporal Estate 
wherewith it has pleased God to bless me, I dispose of it as followeth: 



200 William and Makt College Quarterly. 

Imprimis, I give to my Beloved Wife Martha during her Natural 
Life my Plantation with the Stocks of all kinds thereon, and other the 
Personal Estate belonging to the same, with three Hundred Acres of 
Land, be the same more or less, on Powhita Swamp in Hanover County. 
I allso give my said Wife Eighteen Slaves to wit: Nell, Delph, and her 
children, Davy, Fan, Beck and her children, Sarah, Joyce, Tom, Squire, 
Peter, Old Ben, and at Powhite Plantation Jack, Joe, Cupid, Dick, Edy 
and her Children, Bose & Sis, and my Will and desire is that my s* 
Wife may have the Liberty of disposing of the said Slaves at her Death 
to whichsoever of our two Sons she shall think fit, but in ease my said 
two Sons William and Thomas should die before my Wife's decease 
then I give the above mentioned Land and Slaves to my said Wife and 
her Heirs. 

Item, I give to my Son William and his Heirs my Tract of land & 
Plantation on the Branches of the little Bird in Goochland County, con- 
taining two thousand acres be the same more or less. I allso give to 
my said Son William my land and plantation which I purchased of 
Col" William Macon commonly called and known by the name of 
Hardens to him and his Heirs, as allso one half of the low and sunken 
ground Land which my father purchased of William Allen on Chicka- 
hominy swamp to him and his heirs. 

Item, I give to my son Thomas and his Heirs my Tract of Land 
containing Seven Hundred and ninety Acres be the same more or lese 
lying on the little Bird in Goochland County, part of which was granted 
to me by Patent, the other part I purchased of David Massie. I allso 
give to my Son Thomas and his Heirs my Tract of Land and Plantation 
where I now live Except the Tract of Land called Hardens which adjoins 
to the same, and which is given to my son William. I allso give to my 
said Son Thomas and his Heirs the other half of the above mentioned 
low and sunken ground Land on Chickahominy swamp purchased by 
my Father of William Allen as aforesaid. 

Item, I give to my son Thomas end his Heirs my Tract of Land on 
Black Creek which my Father purchased of Ashcroft, I allso give to my 
said Son Thomas and his Heirs my tract of land near the mouth of 
Black Creek containing one Hundred Acres be the same more or lew 
which my Father purchased of John Foster. 

Item, my will and desire is that my wife Martha may have the use 
and Improvement of the Plantation and Houses and Lands belonging to 
the same where I now dwell during the time my Son Thomas is under 
the age of Twenty one years, but in case my said son Thomas should 
die before he arrives to Lawfull age, then I give the said Lands, Houses 
and Plantation to my said Wife during her Nature 1 Life. I allso give 
to my said wife Martha all my Household goods and Furniture of what 
Nature or kind soever and other the Personell Estate where I now live. 

Item, my will and desire is that in case my two Sons William and 
Thomas should both die before they arrive at Lawfull age, then I give 
to my Wife Martha her choice of one third part of the forty three 
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slaves hereafter mentioned as allso one third part of all my Personell 
Estate of what nature or kind soever to her and her heirs. 

Item, I give to my two sons William and Thomas the following forty 
three slaves to wit: George, Susan, Pompey, Will, Jamey, James, Ches- 
ter, Natt, Duke, Charles, Dick, Ned, Bill, Paul, Robin, Patrick, Jack, 
Will, Lucy, Doll, Sue, Betty, Saul, Tamer, Phillas, Phillis, Febee, Moll', 
children Ben, Miall, Neptune, Jemmy, belonging to Lucy, Miall, Jeffery, 
Nanny, belonging to Doll, Agge, Hannah, Roger, belonging to Sue, Su- 
sanna, Martin belonging to Phillis, Joe, Fillis, belonging to Tamer, and 
James, a Mulatto boy, to be equally divided and their Increase between 
my said Two sons, when my son William arrives at Lawfull age. Item, 
my Will and Desire is that the cattle and hogs on the plantation given 
to my two sons shall be delivered to them, when they arrive at Lawfull 
age, to whom I give the same. 

Item, I give to my son William my lott and house in New Castle 
town to him and his heirs. 

Item, my Will and Desire is that the Lands and Slaves now under 
mortgage to me may be Equally divided between my two sons to whome 
I give the same and to their heirs, or in case of Redemption, I desire 
the money may be equally divided between my said sons to whome I 
give the same. 

Item, I give my gold watch to my son William. 

Item, my will and desire is that the crops of Tobacco made by the 
slaves hereby Given by this my Will to my two Sons may be ship'd and 
consign'd to some Merchant in England by my Ex« hereafter named, 
or part of the said crops as my said Ex™ shall Judge most for my gd sons 
advantage and the other part sold in Virginia, and after my affairs 
are settled the money due to my Estate I desire may be Equally divided 
between my sons William & Thomas to whome I give the same when my 
son William arrives at Lawfull age to have the said Money and Produce 
of the said Crops divided between him and his Brother, and my Will 
and Desire is that part of the Money that shall be due my Estate, and 
is hereby given to my Sons as aforesaid, may be put into the Mer- 
chant's hands that has the Consignment of the Tobaccos, or so much 
thereof as shall be sufficient to pay the Bondable Duty and the re- 
mainder put out to Interest after the yearly charges are paid of main- 
taining & educating my Sons Cloathing their negroes & supplying their 
Plantations with necessaryes. 

Item, my Will and Desire is that in case either of my two Sons should 
die before they arrive at Lawfull afe or Leave no Lawfull issue, then I 
desire the Survivor may inherit all the Estate given to my said two 
Sons both real and personal to whome I give the same, and to his Heirs, 
but in case both my said Sons should die before they arrive at Lawfull 
age or leave no Lawfull Issue then my Will and desire is that what I 
have hereby given them my Sons by this my Will may be equally divided 
between or amongst my five kinsmen, Thos. Darricott, William Massie ? 
son of my Brother Peter, Thomas Massie, son of my brother James, 
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John Pinchback and Joseph Smith, or the survivors of them, to whome 
I give the same and to their Heirs, and Lastly my desire is that there 
should be no appraisement of my Estate, and I do hereby appoint my 
beloved Wife Martha Executrix, Colo William Macon, Capt. John Darri- 
cott, Capt. Richard Meaux, and Mr. William Macon Executors of this 
my Last Will and Testament, in Witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my Hand and Seal this 25 day of October, 1749. 

William Massie. 
Signed <s Sealed in 
the presence of 
Thomas Martin, Jun' 
Robert Ellyson, 
Samuel Moss. 
Copy. 

Goociiland County. 

Will of Thomas Massie of St. James Northam Parish. Dated May 
22, 1755. Names wife Susannah, daus. Mary & Judith, & sons David & 
Thomas; brothers David <S Charles; "Uncle Thomas Massie" who left 
him 500 acres. 

Will of David Massie of Goochland; wife Ann, daughters Constance 
& Ann, son Charles, brother Nathaniel Massie exor. Dated May 27, 
1755, proved Aug. 19, 1755. Witnesses Edward Merick & Gideon Moss. 

Deed of Peter Massie of Goochland Co. to James Norvil of Hanover 
for land in Goochland, bounding on Capt. Thomas Massie's land, said 
land formerly taken up by Charles Massie, Sept. 27, 1729, and by his 
will given to said Peter. This deed is dated March 8, 1756. 

Deed of Thomas Massie of New Kent to Nathaniel Massie, of same 
county, land in Goochland, Dec. 17, 1772. 

Parish Register of Goochland. 

Married, Thomas Massie in this parish & Mary Williams in Louisa, 
May 20, 1766. 

Married, Thomas & Elizabeth Massie, both of this parish, June 26, 
1776. 

Married, Nathaniel Massie in this parish & Ann Clarke in Albemarle, 
Aug. 24, 1776. 

Thomas Massie & Mary Williams had Martha, born April 1, 1770. 
Will Massie & Prances Adams had issue: Betty, born June 22, 177 — . 

Nathaniel Massie & Elizabeth Watkins had issue : Thomas, born June 
2, 1772. 

Will Massie & Prances Adams had Frankie, b. Feb. 5, 1774; Mary, 
born June 6, 1775. 

Thomas Massie & Mary Williams had Suckie, born April 30, 1774. 

Thomas Massie & Elizabeth, his wife, had David, born May 17, 1777. 

Nathaniel Massie & Ann Clarke had Rebekah, born Aug. 28, 1777; 
Ann, born Mch. 5, 1779; Sarah, born May, 1781. 

Funeral sermons were preached by Rev. Mr. Douglas on Thomas Mas- 
sie May 29, 1755; on Nathaniel Massie Nov. 4, 1774. 
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Marriage bonds: Sept. 14, 1747; Thomas Massie to Susanna Holland. 
Security, Henry Martin. 

Mch. 27, 1756, Benjamin Mitchell to Anne Massie, widow of David 
Massie. Security, William Peridns. Witnesses, William Mosely, Su- 
sannah Robards. 

William Perkins to Susannah Massie, widow of Thomas Massie, 
dec'd, Feb. 23, 1756. 

Thomas Massie & Elizabeth Massie, daughter of Nathaniel Massie. 
Sec. William Massie. June 25, 1776. 

Virginia Gazette. 

Mrs. Cecelia Darracott, wife of Capt. John Darracott, died at his 
house in Hanover, and was interred in New Kent at her father's, Mr. 
William (Thomas) Massey's Plantation. Va. Gazette, Dec. 9, 1737. 

There is an "ad" in the Gazette for July 18, 1751, in regard to the 
estate of William Massie, dec'd. 

In the same paper for August 29, 1751, Thomas Massie, of Gooch- 
land county, advertised for sale 440 acres on Black Creek, in New Kent 
county. Purchaser is directed to apply to said Massie or to Gideon 
Massie, of New Kent. 

College Catalogue. 

Thomas & William Massie were students at William and Mary Col- 
lege in 17o9-60. 

"Life or Nathaniel Massie." 

Charles Massie came from the Mersey to the James about 1690, and 
located in New Kent county, Va., together with two brothers. About 
1760 Nathaniel Massie, Sr. (son of Charles), married Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of Thomas Watkins, of Chickahominy, and moved to Gooch- 
land county, on the James river, where his father Charles had several 
grants of land. His first child was Nathaniel Massie, founder of Chilli- 
cothe, in Ohio. He was born December 28, 1763, and had three brothers 
and a sister. Two years later his father married again, and a large 
number of half-brothers and sisters were added to the family. 



LYNCH LAW. 



"In the Nation of December 4, 1902, pp. 439-441, will be 
found a string of examples of this term, going back to 1817. 
In that year Judge Spencer Roane, in some recollections of his 
father-in-law, Patrick Henry, said: 'In the year 1792 there 
were many suits on the south side of James river for inflicting 
Lynch's law.' (Wirt's Life of Henry, 1818, p. 372.) In a note, 
but whether written by Roane or by Wirt is uncertain, we read : 
"Thirty-nine lashes, inflicted without trial or law, on mere sua- 



